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Almost from the date of its founding in the
1850s, Austin experienced heavy flooding
whenever the Cedar River burst its banks,
which it did all-too frequently. In this picture
from the flood of 1908, a group of dapper
gentlemen pose with a roadster in the flood
waters (note the chains on the rear tire). Flood
mitigation projects after the 2004 flood have
hopefully made the worst of these regular
inundations a thing of the past.

A Note From the Director
John A. Haymond

Many people make resolutions with
the start of each new year, but this year
I’m going to make a confession, instead.
When I first took the job of Executive
Director at MCHS, I thought there probably wasn’t going to be much in the way
of “serious history” down here in southeastern Minnesota. My
academic specialty, after all, is conflict history, which is the field
that I research, write and publish in, and Mower County just
doesn’t have much in the way of major conflict events in its past.
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That was a rather narrow-minded perspective to have, of
course, and I’m happy to say that the time I’ve spent in this
position has shown me how wrong I was. History, after all,
happens every single day all around us in a hundred different
ways, usually unnoticed in the daily grind of work and life. So as
a historian in Mower County, the exciting challenge for me has
been to explore our local history and find ways to make it
interesting and relevant to our community today. As it turns out,
that there’s a lot of very interesting history down here at the
southern edge of the state.
I’ve also been pleasantly surprised at how much opportunity
I’ve had in this quiet, rural area to learn about the process of
history. Every month I give a presentation on a different
historical subject to a local audience, and I think a few people
have gotten the very mistaken impression that I’m some sort of
walking history book, full of esoteric knowledge and gems of
obscure trivia. That couldn’t be farther from the truth. The fact of
the matter is that every time I give a history talk, I have to first
learn about a subject which I might have been familiar with but
was not at all an expert in, and that process of research and
dissemination means I get to both learn and teach, and that’s
what makes the history come alive for me.
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Mower County might not rank high on anyone’s list of places
where dynamic history happens, but my experience here has
taught me that’s an error of perspective. I’ve learned things
about being a historian here that I never learned in college.
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Exhibits in 2017
Upcoming Events
January 9, 5:30 pm
History Happy Hour
Elena Haymond
“Archaeology of Bones”
________________
January 26, 2:00 pm
Mower Co. Senior
Center
John Haymond
“Henry H. Sibley”
________________
February 13, 5:30 pm
History Happy Hour

Jaimie Timm

Looking ahead to new exhibits is always exciting! The biggest new
exhibit will be in the GAR Hall located in Grand Meadow opening in
June 2017 during the 2017 Meadowfest festivities. We are exploring
several different grant opportunities to help fund this display as my
exhibit plans include new, museum-quality display cases for some of
the artifacts. The exhibit itself will focus on the GAR – what was it,
how did it help Civil War veterans, and what was the local impact of
the organization. We plan on hosting several open houses at the GAR
Hall in the non-winter months, so be sure to stop by and enjoy the
displays.
2017 is a big year for MCHS. This historical society will be celebrating
70 years of preserving and sharing Mower County history throughout
the year. During the fair, stop by the Administration Building to see a
display dedicated to the historical society throughout the years. Do
you have photographs, memories, or souvenirs from past visits to the
historical society? Please let me know if you would be willing to donate or loan things for the exhibit. Finally, 2017 marks 100 years since
the U.S. declared war on Germany and joined World War I. A small
display in the Pioneer Building will give visitors a brief glimpse into life
during the Great War.
As always, if anyone is interested in donating or loan objects or photographs to the exhibit, please contact Jaimie at 437-6082 or collections@mowercountyhistory.org. It is looking like it will shape up to be
a very exciting 2017 at MCHS!

Jay Nelson & John
Haymond
“For Love of Old
Books”
________________
February 23, 2:00 pm
Mower Co. Senior
Center
John Haymond
“The Uses & Abuses of
History”
Union Army veterans march in a Memorial Day parade wearing their
GAR ribbons.
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Collections Care Corner – Organizing Some of the Smaller Items
By Jaimie Timm, Curator

One of my goals for 2017 is to try and organize the collection and make it more accessible – both for
myself and for any potential researchers who may want to see certain items. Because of a lack of dedicated storage space for the permanent collection, I’ve had to move artifacts stored in boxes several
times from building to building. This has created a bit of chaos among the collection items. Since our
grant for storage shelving from the Minnesota Clean Water, Land, and Legacy amendment was denied,
I’m waiting to be able to move some of the larger items until I know what kind of shelving will end up in
our storage building. We are still exploring new options and hope to move the project forward in some
way.
Since I can’t move forward with the larger items right now, I’ve spent the past few weeks working with
some of the smaller items in our collection. By “smaller things” I mean jewelry, military medals and insignia, patches, tokens, watches, and lots of wonderful, random objects. By sorting through the objects,
I’m able to track down lost accession numbers (an unique number assigned to every item in the collection) and donor information, update the information in our computer program, remark objects whose
numbers have worn off, and re-house the items in a stable environment.
(Continued next page)

An example of the rehousing of military medals, patches, and insignia. Now, all the items can be quickly located
by accession number and there is no need for gloves. The cardstock also provides stability for the items in the
boxes.
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(Continued from previous page)

One of the segmented acid-free storage boxes for small artifacts. Some of the interesting items pictured
are Austin Bus Lines tokens, keys to rooms in the Fox Hotel, a deck of cards, a German army oil can from
the First World War, and a medallion from the 1913 World's Fair in Belgium.

I have several different kinds of acid-free storage boxes that I am using depending on the type of item.
All medals, insignias, and ribbons are pinned onto a piece of acid-free cardstock. The cardstock is
slipped into a polyethylene bag (an inert kind of plastic bag that is approved for museum storage use).
The bags are then lined up in an acid-free box. This allows the items to be protected from dust, pests,
and handling – no gloves necessary! And it makes looking for a certain ribbon very easy since I can arrange them in the box according to accession number. Most of the other items I mentioned that do not
pin or clip on to anything are being sorted into acid-free boxes with segments inside. When I am finished, each box will be assigned a certain number or location code (this will eventually correspond to a
shelf in the storage building). The location information for each individual item is also entered into our
computer program. The next time I am looking for a certain pocket watch, I can do a quick computer
search for it and that will tell me it is located in “Row 3, Shelf 2, Box 1.”
This has been a fun project and I look forward to working on it more in the upcoming weeks. Of course,
it can also lead to more questions than answers, but solving those mysteries are some of the most satisfying research projects!
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2016: The Year in Review
John Haymond, Executive Director

Each year the Historical Society hosts three major public events — County Fair Week, the Fall
Harvest Celebration, and Christmas in the County. These are the main occasions when our community
members visit us, see what we do, and participate in our programs. These three events are also
financially important to us, because they represent the bulk of our annual fundraising efforts.
An enormous amount of planning, preparation, and hard work goes into putting these events
together, and many of you know that first-hand because you have personally contributed your time and
efforts into helping make these events successful. But you may never hear of what the results of all
your work really are, in terms of whether or not these events met our expectations and goals, or how
many people visited our site, or how much money we were able to raise. So with that in mind, I want to
let you know what you helped us accomplish this past year.
The Mower County Fair is always the busiest 6-day period of our year. During Fair Week 2016,
approximately 13,201 people toured our buildings and visited our exhibits. Our main fundraising
(parking on our grounds) raised $2,502. That was down a bit from the previous year, probably because
of the heavy rain that turned everything into a muddy bog for a couple of days.
At the Fall Harvest Celebration in September we were fortunate to have beautiful weather and a
great turnout. More than 450 people came out to participate in crafts, activities, games, and great food.
We raised $3,300, an increase over each of the previous three years and a new event record.
Christmas in the County each December is always our biggest fundraiser of the year, and this year
did not disappoint. We raised $9,619, almost matching our record high of $10,498 in 2015, and still well
above the previous record of $7,504 in 2014.
What each of these fundraising events have in common is the dedicated work and generous help of
so many of our members and volunteers. We could not open our exhibit buildings during Fair Week if
we did not have volunteers willing to monitor a building for a couple of hours at a time, and we would
not raise any money from parking without our volunteers manning the gate for us. So many people
contribute so much, and that is what makes all of this work. If we did not have people baking for our
bake sales at Fall Harvest and Christmas in the County, we would fail. If we did not have volunteers
giving their time to help with activities, neither of those events would succeed. If we did not have items
donated by local businesses and individuals, we would not be able to hold the raffle and silent auction
at Christmas in the County which are such important parts of our fundraising.
So all in all, 2016 was a great success in terms of achieving our fundraising goals. We set out to
raise $10,000 during the course of the year, and we actually brought in $15,421. We could not have
done it without the help from all of you. To all of our members, volunteers, donors, and supporters, we
thank you.
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MCHS is donor-supported, and every bit helps us continue our work of
collecting, preserving and disseminated Mower County’s history. Here
are some of the individuals and area businesses that have contributed to
our programs in the past several months:
American Legion Post 105; Walter Stevens; William McGovern; Sue Grove; Dan Hoffman; Randall Kramer; Colette Chaffee; Baudoin Oil; Leon Jacobson; Kimberly Volna; First Farmers and
Merchants Bank; Glenn Medgaarden; Jeff Baldus; Linda Boe; Susan Jordan; David Schlichting;
Ivan Witt; Beverly Smith; Kimber Venenga; Hormel Foods Corporation; Advanced Auto Parts.

Images of the Past

Members of the 1909 Austin High School varsity football team.
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Double Weddings
Sue Doocy

On December 27, 1905, the Mower County Transcript announced the double wedding of “Seavy & Josephson, Seavy & Josephson”. The unique ceremony was performed on a Saturday afternoon with Helen M. Josephson marrying Arthur W. Seavey and Ella B. Josephson marrying Charles Samuel Seavey.
And yes, they spelled the names differently in the announcement, which is an added note for researchers
— always be sure to check for alternative spellings (or misspellings) while searching family history.
This wedding announcement adds another item of interest as well, adding that another Josephson sister
had married another Seavey brother, keeping it all in the family.
One Small Chapel - 64 years of Wedded Bliss
Many years later in 1955, the Hoffman twins, Vernon and LaVerne, both local farmers, also married sisters, in this case Margaret and Norma Calkins, both of whom were teachers, at the Kehret Wayside
Chapel. Their family story is similar to that of the Josephson and Seavey’s, as two other Hoffman brothers also married a pair of sisters, encompassing another family.
The Kehret Chapel was built in 1952 by Carl Kehret, who was inspired by the Little Brown Church in Iowa.
Carl and his wife Mathilda owned
and operated the 365-acre Streverling Dairy west of Austin on the north
side of Hwy 16 and raised their children on the farm. The Kehret Chapel was nestled on the west side of
Turtle Creek, built with the feeling
that travelers would like a quiet
place to meditate for a few minutes
before traveling on their way.
Tamarack and pine were used for
the structure, redwood for the door
and steeple, with cedar siding and
shake shingles to finish it. Touhy
Furniture of Chatfield made the altar,
kneeling rail and four pews. The bell
Vernon & Margaret Hoffman and LaVerne and Norma Hoffman
tower was fitted with a dinner bell until a
inside the Kehret Wayside Chapel, now located on the Mower
Hayward farmer donated a larger bell. A
County Historical Society grounds.
small picture of Jesus hangs above the altar
and a Bible rests on the pulpit ready for the next reading. Light enters the building through six stained
glass windows and the steeple is the chapel’s highest point of 20 feet to finish its 8 x 10-foot structure.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

Thank you to
those members
who renewed
their membership and welcome to our new
members!
Cindy Hamlin
Larry Larson

Don & Darlene Austin
Bev & Dennis Nelson
Mark Roberts
Peter Mattson
Bradley Lindberg
Charles Wilson
Mike Cotter
Akkerman Inc.
Richard Riles

Dan Hoffman
Colette Chaffee
Randall Kramer
Mary Henry
Barbara Lewis
Yvonne Lee
Kevin Hanson
Mary Klingfus
Helen Holder

Judith Bungum
Lynn Allas
Don Chapek

It was the Kehrets’ wish to break down barriers between denominations,
spreading peace and joy. For several years, the Kehrets set up a Nativity
complete with music for all to enjoy. Local newspapers along with the
Minneapolis Tribune and St. Paul Pioneer Press covered stories and
events on the Chapel, as thousands of visitors came from across the
country to see it.
The first wedding at the Kehret Chapel was on December 5, 1952 for Roy
Madison and Wilma Williams, in which 14 people filled the chapel to capacity. In 1954, 10 couples added their names to the list of weddings,
with over 50 weddings held there throughout the years. After Carl
Kehret passed away in 1968, the family decided that the chapel should
be preserved and donated it to the Mower County Historical Society,
where it stands today.
A few years ago, I received an email asking if the little chapel still existed
and who cared for it. I was happy to respond that the chapel was now in
the care of the Mower County Historical Society, and provided a bit of its
history for the researcher. She was so pleased, she shared her story.
When she was younger, she would walk to the Chapel and sit inside
when she was feeling discouraged and down. When she left, her spirits
were always lifted.
This past year, the Kehret Wayside Chapel received some much needed
TLC thanks to the gift left by Del Staples. Del was a dear friend and his
passing left a void — some people just have the knack of making you a
friend right from the beginning, and that friendship lasts and makes you
smile even though they are gone.
Del had fond memories of living on Streverling Dairy and from time to
time, he would share stories, how he and his sister would ride a pony to
the gas station that stood where the Kwik Trip on Oakland Ave stands
today to buy an ice cream treat.
Another generous donation came from Ruth Wunderlich, whose donation helped to landscape many of our buildings including adorning the little Wayside Chapel. Weis Landscaping provided the labor and materials.
We have many generous friends who help us out, and I am truly honored
to call each of them my friend.

Jim Urlick
Mark Ashley
Judy Laskewitz

(For photos of the chapel, turn to page 11.)
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Ruth Wunderlich: Benefactor Behind the Scenes
John Haymond, Executive Director

Some of our members might already know Ruth Wunderlich, but I would guess that most of you
reading this have not had the privilege of meeting her. Ruth is long retired from her career as a librarian
and doesn’t get around very much these days, advancing years and Minnesota weather being what they
are. But very quietly, far behind the scenes, Ruth has had a benevolent impact that has made a
tremendous difference to our Society, and in ways that many who know her might be surprised to learn.
Non-profit organizations are sometimes fortunate enough to have an “angel” — a benefactor who
supports the organization to the point that the generosity of their contributions can almost take one’s
breath away. For some time now, here at the Mower County Historical Society, Ruth Wunderlich has
been our “angel.”
Over the last six years, Ruth has donated nearly $60,000 to the Historical Society. On occasion she
has stepped in to make sure that specific projects could be completed, such as funding to have our
grounds professionally landscaped; in other cases, she has contributed to the Historical Society’s ability
to grow, improve, and plan for the future, as when she donated $30,461 toward our Collections Building
project. When you visit the Historical Society you can see the results of Ruth’s generosity all around you,
but you would never know that she was the person behind it all.
Which is the entire reason for this article. Some of the most benevolent people you will ever meet are
motivated by the most altruistic of reasons, and they don’t care about public acclaim, grandiose
acknowledgements, or profuse praise. Ruth is definitely that sort of person. But here at the Historical
Society, where we have benefited so much from her incredible generosity, we would like others to know
that she has been an incredible blessing and a gift to us, and we are very thankful for everything she has
done for us over the years.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Odd Bits of Mower County
History:

A wedding announcement in the May 31, 1877 edition of
the Mower County Transcript:

MARRIED
In this city, on the 30th day of May, by Rev. H.J. Crist, Mr.
William H. Witham of Austin, Minn., and Miss Susie
Reynolds of Washington, D.C.

No cards, no cake, nobody’s business.
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Thank you to
those members
who renewed
their membership, and
welcome to our
new members!

The Kehret Chapel: New Again

The Kehret Chapel before the
restoration. The old shingles were
covered in moss, the steeple had
been temporarily repaired after
blowing off in a storm, and the site
was prone to flooding.

Cynthia Heimer
Audrey Betcher
Larry Mohr
Galen & Jackie Holst

Kimberly Volna
Mike Ferguson
Don Orke
Rebecca Adams
Roger Cummings
William McGovern
Opal Heydt
Ray & Gail Schmidt
Duane Hull
Jeff Ollman
Hormel Foods Corp.
Austin Chamber of
Commerce
Joyce Halver

The interior of the Kehret Chapel
is still arranged as Carl Kehret
built it, with all the original pieces.

Jerry & Ellen Stark
David Pearson
Bremer Bank
Don Richardson
Dave & Paulette Hagen

Janice Harvey
John Gray
Fox Electric
Kathy Paine
Linda Forsman
Suzanne Fuller
Linda Boe

The Kehret Chapel after its
restoration. The steeple was
rebuilt by Doug Bruggeman,
the roof was completely
reshingled in cedar, the walls
were painted, and the foundation was raised eight inches.
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Contact Us
To learn more about
Mower County’s history
and our programs,
please feel free to
contact us.
Mower County
Historical Society
1303 6th Ave. SW
Austin, MN 55912

(507) 437-6082
info@mowercounty
history.org
Visit us on the web at
www.mowercounty
history.org
Preserving today for tomorrow’s history
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