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Above: This building, known as the Headquarters Building, is the oldest structure still standing in Austin. Originally built in 1856, it was used as a courthouse, recruiting
station during the Civil War, a post office, a warehouse,
an apartment building, and a blacksmith shop. In this
photo from 1895, its sign declares it to be the business
establishment of “T. Dugan, Blacksmith & Horseshoeing.”
The Headquarters Building was moved onto the grounds
of the Mower County Historical Society in 1983, where it
currently houses the “Mower County in the Second World
War” exhibit. In the next year, we anticipate completing
some renovations to its exterior to aid in its preservation.
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Historical Society
Board of Directors

A Note From the Director

Ardis Jensen, President

John A. Haymond

Keith Cich, Vice President

As many of you have probably already
heard, my tenure as the Director of the Mower
County Historical Society is drawing to a close.
This will be my last issue of the quarterly newsletter, as I will be stepping down at the end of August. My family and I
are moving to San Antonio, TX; not for a change in jobs for me, but for my
wife. My wife has just received a commission as an officer in the U.S.
Army Medical Corps, so we are going to follow her new career for a few
years. In the short-term future, I’m going to be a stay-at-home dad (we
have three school-aged kids), in addition to which I will be researching
and writing more books, as well as completing my PhD. I don’t expect I
will be bored...
In the three years that I have been with MCHS, I’ve been very
fortunate to work with some outstanding people, and to have the opportunity to meet so many of you who make this organization everything
that it is. MCHS also reached some notable milestones in that time, of
which I am happy to have been a part. Perhaps more than anything, I am
glad that I can leave knowing that one of our most important long-term
projects, the renovation and outfitting of the Collections Building, is well
off the ground and moving ahead. When the first rows of museum shelving are installed this fall, it will represent a huge step towards solving our
problem of providing the right kind of storage for our historical artifacts
which are not on display. That, in turn, will permit us to reopen some of
our exhibit buildings which have had to be closed to the public for use as
overflow storage.
MCHS is truly one of the most dynamic and vibrant county historical
societies in the state, and those of you who have supported, donated,
and contributed to us over the years are the reason why. As I prepare to
move on from here, I would like to thank all of you in the community and
membership for the encouragement and motivation you’ve given me as I
have worked here. My goal as Director was to make MCHS more relevant
to our community and to establish our reputation as an organization
where real history is valued and appreciated — I leave with the certainty
that together we have accomplished that. My best wishes to you all.
John
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Jeff Ollman, Secretary
Diana Witt, Treasurer
Pat Kitchings
Glenn Medgaarden
Gene Anderson
Barb Lewis
Milly Burroughs
Sue Grove
Dwane Hull
Judy Laskewitz

Board meetings this quarter will be
on:
July 11
August 15

Mower County
Historical Society
Staff
John Haymond
Executive Director
director@mowercountyhistory.org

Sue Doocy
Research & Archives Manager
research@mowercountyhistory.org

Jaimie Timm
Curator
collections @mowercountyhistory.org

Upcoming Events

Thursday, July 27 @ 12:00
Lunchbox History Series
Elena Haymond
“Battles and Bones: History and
Archaeology”
—————————Thursday, July 27 @ 2:00
Senior Center Lecture
John Haymond

**** THANK YOU ****

“The Cold War”
—————————August 8—13
Mower County Fair
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

As we prepare the Collections Building for the installation of the first part of
the museum-grade shelving, all of us here at MCHS want to recognize and
extend our appreciation to two people whose personal contributions have
helped to make this project possible — Ruth Wunderlich and Clair Allen.
This goal is finally becoming a reality because of their very generous
donations.

—————————Thursday, August 24 @ 12:00
Lunchbox History Series
Richard Punchard
“The Grand Army of the Republic
in Minnesota”
—————————Saturday, September 23
Fall Harvest Celebration
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Farming in 1862
John Haymond
In the U.S. Commissioner of Agriculture’s Annual Report for 1862, one of the report’s appendices listed all
the equipment that government experts felt were “necessary to start farming.” Every essential piece of agricultural implement was included, along with the price of each, giving a very clear idea of how much gear and
what kind of financial outlay a small-holding farmer would need. The cost in dollars might seem small by
today’s standards, but it represented a substantial expense to a prospective farmer before he could ever get in
his first harvest and start recouping his investment.
The recommended inventory of equipment included:
3 plows fitted for work (steel plows are best)
1 subsoil plow; 1 double Michigan plow
1 one-horse plow; 2 cultivators
1 harrow, $12; 1 roller, $10
1 corn-planter; 1 seed-drill
1 root-slicer; 1 straw-cutter
1 horse-rake; 2 hand-rakes
2 farm wagons; 1 one-horse cart
Hayrack, harness, etc., for cart
1 sled and fixtures, $30; 1 combined mower and reaper, $125
2 scythes; 1 grain-cradle
1 shovel; 1 scoop-shovel; 2 spades
2 manure-forks; 4 hay-forks
1 horse-fork for hay, $10; 1 pointed shovel, $1
1 pick; 1 crowbar
2 ladders; 2 sheep-shears
Large and small steelyards, $3; half bushel, $1
1 maul and wedges; 1 axe; 1 wood-saw
1 wheelbarrow; 1 grindstone
Hand-hoes, baskets, stable lantern, currycomb, hammer, etc.
1 endless-chain horse-power threshing machine and separator
1 circular saw
Platform scales for weighing cattle, hay, etc.

$34.00
$24.00
$22.00
$22.00
$15.00
$20.00
$10.00
$190.00
$38.00
$155.00
$7.00
$5.00
$6.00
$11.00
$3.00
$5.00
$4.00
$4.00
$8.00
$5.00
$160.00
$30.00
$100.00
Total: $968.00

Naturally, not every item on this list would apply to every farming venture. Corn was a ubiquitous crop in
just about every region of the U.S., but not every farm grew wheat, not even in small batches for their own
milling. Likewise, sheep-shears might not have been necessary on every farm. But most of the equipment
listed here was exactly the sort of general-use implements that were essential tools on nearly all American
farms in the mid-19th century, and certainly here in southern Minnesota.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Some very important items are missing from this list, of course. It was a horsepower-dependent era, literally,
yet not a single draft animal is mentioned here. That might seem an odd omission – every farm of that time, after
all, needed horses or mules to pull the plows and harrows, and to draw the wagons. If one were to guess as to
why those vital details were left off the list, it was probably because they were so obvious as to not require mentioning. Even a complete novice who was setting out to become a new farmer would have known that he had to
have a good horse to help with the work, and he probably did not need to the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture to spell
that out for him. How much that horse would have cost him was a detail that probably varied a bit from region to
region. Also missing from the list is the seed the new farmer would need for that first planting.
Having acquired the acreage, the implements, and the animals, the intrepid new farmer was then ready to lay
in a crop. And at that point, his concerns would have become much the same as those felt by farmers today: he
would have hoped for enough rain at the right times, but not too much or too little rain at the wrong times;
worried about infestations of locusts, grasshoppers, grubs, or other pests; and hoped for a favorable market price
for his crops at harvest time, if he was planting for more than just his own family’s subsistence.

A threshing scene on a Mower County Farm near Rose Creek, circa 1900, in a photograph by local photographer
Vern Judd.
Summer 2017

A Week at the Fair: August 8-13
It’s that time of the year again - Mower County Historical Society is gearing up for a great Fair Week. In
an effort to welcome even more visitors to our
buildings, we are offering expanded hours for the
2017 Fair!
We will be opening at 10am on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday –three hours earlier than normal.
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday we will run the same
schedule we’ve been using for the past several
years. If there is enough interest, we will consider
expanding hours for the WHOLE week at future
fairs.
Of course, expanded hours means we need even
more volunteers! We will be relying on our usual
army of volunteers to help us make Fair Week happen. Volunteer shifts are 2-3 hours long and we provide free parking on MCHS’ grounds (if you volunteer for 3 or more shifts, we give you a free parking pass for
the whole week!), cold water, and snacks. You also have our undying gratitude! This is truly a team effort and
we try to have fun while sharing Mower County history with all of our Fair Week visitors.
Please call 437-6082, send an email to collections@mowercountyhistory.org, or stop by the office to schedule
your volunteer shift(s). We can’t do it without you!
**We are also looking for volunteers on Saturday, July 29 for the Mower County Farm Bureau Picnic. Certain
buildings will be open and need volunteers to sit in during the event. **

Mower County History Trivia
The first Mower County Fair was held in Lansing, not Austin. Lansing businesses raised $100 for
the event, but Austin businesses only gathered $60, so they lost out even though Austin was the
bigger town and already the county seat.
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**** Thank You ****
The Historical Society would like to thank Charles Mills for giving so much of his time to help John paint the
train cars. Also, our appreciation to Gene Anderson and Dwane Hull for their work in replacing the
windows on the passenger car. We should have them ready in time for Fair Week!

Our Agriculture Sponsors
Every year, two of the Historical Society’s biggest events take place in our Agriculture Building. During
the six days of the Mower County Fair each August, we host an antique tractor show which showcases
some absolutely beautiful examples of restored, operational agriculture equipment. The Tractor Show is
hugely popular, bringing in hundreds of visitors during Fair Week.
The other event is our Fall Harvest Celebration, which is the second of our three annual fundraising and
community-outreach activities. On the last Saturday of each September the Society hosts a day of food,
fun, and family activities that brings in people of all ages, from all over the region.
We could never manage these sorts of programs without the dedicated financial support of local donors
and businesses, and we want our members to know who those supporters are. As they support the
Society, we hope that you in turn will support them, and let them know how important they are to our work
and how much we appreciate their generosity. They keep us going!

Stephenson Agency Crop Insurance

Austin Power & Sport

The Cedars of Austin

Wagner Construction Company

Pioneer Seed Dealers

Albert Lea Seed House

Tucker Tiling & Construction

M&H Tent Rentals

Mower County Diary Association

Bauer Built Tire & Service Center

Stacyville Farm Implement Repair

Gehling Auction, Inc.

Absolute Energy

Lee J. Sackett, Inc.

Broskoff Structures, Inc.

Northern Country Co-Op

Freeborn County Co-Op Oil

Klouse Concrete Construction

R&S Grain Systems

Freeborn-Mower Co-Op Services

CFS

Witt Fabrication

Boe Bros. Tiling

Shady Lane Grain Farms

Louie Kuisle, Stine Seeds

Lewis Farm
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Honoring the Man Who Gave all
Grand Meadow GAR Booth Post 130
By Sue Doocy
The Grand Army of the Republic Hall stands like a lone sentinel on
the south edge of Grand Meadow’s Main Street business district,
serving as a reminder of a time when men, still struggling to dig out an
existence for their families on the Mower County prairie, marched off
to defend the United States from splintering in two.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, Minnesota was the frontier, and
Governor Ramsey answered the call for troops by promising the first
1000 volunteers as he was in Washington DC at the time of the attack
on Fort Sumter. Many enlisted in state regiments while others
enlisted as Regulars in the US Army. Although a new county incorporated only six years earlier, Mower County sent 401 men out of a
population of 3500. Thirty-nine of those men did not return.
There was a man from Hamilton, as the Village of Racine was
formerly known, who fought and died in the Civil War, in honor of whom the GAR Booth Post 130 was
named. Through the years, there has been a lingering question, “Who was this man named Booth?” Until
now, there has not been a hint of who he was. Searches have been conducted, with no definitive results.
Even now, the information I found may not be absolutely conclusive, although I am 98% sure of who he was.
I found records of three men, brothers from Sumner in Fillmore County, who enlisted in the 12 th Infantry,
US Army, and began their tour of duty at Fort Hamilton, New York. This detail would explain why they were
not listed with other men from Mower County who are listed in the state volunteer regiments as recorded
in Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars 1861-1865.
Daniel T. Booth, a 26-year-old carpenter, enlisted on July 19, 1861 in Austin. As a Sergeant, he served
with the US 12th Infantry, and discharged with a disability on October 30, 1862 at Fort Hamilton. He
returned home and later became a minister. A year later Daniel’s brothers, Nathan R. and Justin S. traveled
together to enlist on July 23, 1862 in Chatfield. Nathan, a machinist at the age of 21, served with Companies
H & D, US 12th Infantry, and was discharged April 28, 1865 at Elmira, NY at the end of the war. He returned
home with the rank of Sergeant.
The youngest brother, Pvt. Justin Sherman Booth, was just 20 years old, and served with Company C, US
Regular Army 12th Infantry. Listed as a farmer and machinist in military records, Justin, described as 5’ 8” tall
with blue eyes, light hair and light complexion, was killed in action on August 19, 1864 near Six Mile House,
Virginia. Another entry in the Booth Family Genealogy, however, states that a shell in the Battle of the Wilderness killed Justin in May, 1864. The family, along with the whole community, must have felt the heartache of another lost son. It is highly probable that Justin Booth was the man for whom GAR Booth Post 130
was named.
On a historical side note, local records show that Daniel L. Booth, father of the three brothers who served in
the Union Regular Army, claimed land that Jacob McQuillan, Jr., had also claimed, resulting in a land dispute.
In the end, Booth won the legal dispute, leaving the McQuillans facing financial ruin.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

Grand Meadow GAR Hall Booth Post 130
Thank you to
these early donors
who have already
contributed to this
year’s Annual
Donation Appeal.
Mary Renchin
Mike Biedermann
Mower Co. Vehicle
Registration
LaVerne Felten
Ruth Wunderlich
Baudler, Maus, Forman &
King

The Grand Meadow GAR Hall, built in 1891, is one of only three GAR Halls
remaining in Minnesota. The muster roll contains names of 16 local Union
veterans, who served in the Civil War from various units in Minnesota and
other states.
On January 23, 1885, sixteen “old soldiers” signed into the GAR muster
roll, organizing their unit and committing themselves to support veterans
and their families, and the families of fallen soldiers. They honored fallen
comrades and other fellow soldiers as they “answered the last call”. They
marched in Decoration Day/Memorial Day parades, gave speeches and
remembered together their service to the United States.
The other preserved GAR Hall is in Litchfield, up in Meeker County, and
serves as a memorial and museum honoring those who fought. The only
other extant GAR Hall is in Clear Water, but has been repurposed to other
uses and is no longer kept as a historical site.

United Farmers State
Bank
Sheldon Lukes
Colleen Weimer
Elizabeth Beckstrand
Marilyn Vereide
Barbara Laska
Austin Builders Supply
Robert Hanson
Kenny’s Oak Grill
Sid & Judy Brown
Baudoin Oil
Belita Schindler
Kathleen Stanton

Grand Army of the Republic insignia. The badge at left
was worn by members who were former soldiers; the
badge on the right was to commemorate attendance at
the 1896 GAR National Encampment in St. Paul.

Bonnie Rietz
Gary Ray
Stacy Bennett
Mary Kenyon
Peggy Keener

Be sure to attend the new exhibit at the Grand
Meadow GAR Booth Post 130 Hall open house on
September 9, 11 am – 2 pm.

Vernon Hoffman
Ruth Collette
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Collections Corner: The American Legion’s 100th Anniversary – A New
Exhibit in 2019!
Jaimie Timm

Greetings! I hope everyone is enjoying these first few weeks of summer. The summer weeks are always
busy with new exhibits and special event planning. At the end of June, MCHS opened a brand-new exhibit in
the G.A.R. Hall in Grand Meadow, MN. Over 100 people visited the G.A.R. Hall
over that weekend and it was exciting to welcome so many people to an often
forgotten MCHS site. I am also planning two more exhibits that will be ready by
the Mower County Fair (August 8-13). The first is called “Headlines of War:
Mower County’s World War I Experiences as Reported in the Newspaper” and
will be located in the Pioneer Building. The second exhibit —”MCHS at 70” —
will be in the lobby area of the Administration Building and it celebrates the 70 th
anniversary of the Mower County Historical Society.
Whew! Now that I’ve recapped the
2017 exhibits, let’s look ahead. The
American Legion will be celebrating its
100th anniversary in 2019 (it was
created shortly after the end of the
G.A.R. Hall visitors enjoying the
First World War). MCHS is partnering
new exhibit.
with the Steele County Historical Society to create an exhibit
celebrating this influential organization. We are still working out the details of
exactly what this partnership will look like and what the final product
will be, but are excited to be able to share thoughts, ideas, and inspiration! Steele County Historical Society always produces excellent
exhibits and I am hoping to learn great things from them.
To that end, I am hoping that this exhibit will be more communitydriven. We would like to work directly with our county American Legion posts to share their stories and information. If you are an Legion member (or know someone who is), start
thinking about what kinds of things this exhibit could share. Would you be willing to help compile research for
the exhibit, conduct interviews, or inventory local posts’ collections? Does your post have photographs, scrapbooks, meeting minutes, or other items that are languishing in a corner somewhere?. We’d like to help inventory these items to be able to share some of them in the exhibit and, when the exhibit is complete, help the
Legion find the best way to store these items in the future. I will be contacting the American Legions in Mower
County this month to talk about the exhibit and our plans.
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Annual Donation
Appeal Donors,
continued:
Innovision Eyecare
LaVonne Griffin
TD Inc.
William Broadbent
1st Farmers &
Merchants Bank
Frank Gerlach
Cooperative Response
Center
Greg and Amy Baskin
Arlene Butler
Steven Binder
Diane Dammen
Terry & Jan Fox
Home Federal Savings
Bank
Cynthia Heimer

Above: The arrival of a traveling circus was always a big event in small-town Minnesota. In this photo circa 1930, circus elephants parade through Austin after arriving on the train.
Below: The Nolan Auto Company car dealership in Grand Meadow sometime
around 1927.

Opal Heydt
Kenneth Northwick
Ulven’s Hardware
Bill Schlichting
John Duerst
Max & Marlys Minnich
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Contact Us
To learn more about
Mower County’s history
and our programs,
please feel free to
contact us.
Mower County
Historical Society
1303 6th Ave. SW
Austin, MN 55912
(507) 437-6082
info@mowercounty
history.org
Visit us on the web at
www.mowercounty
history.org
Preserving today for tomorrow’s history
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