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Annual Fundraiser:
Christmas in the County

Want to help make
Christmas in the County a

Pre-Sale Bake Sale - Dec. 8 from 4pm-6pm
Main Event - Dec. 9 from 11am-3pm (new hours)

success?
Here is how you can help us make
Christmas in the County successful:

By: Barb Lewis, MCHS Board Member and Special Events Committee
Chair you to those members who renewed their membership and



Donate baked goods to sell on

It is hard to believe that Christmas is on its way to the Historical
Society and we are already in the planning stages for the biggest
fundraising event of the year!
Friday, December 8 is the pre-sale for cookies, lefse, breads, candy, and more. Saturday, December 9 is our big event with activities
for everyone to enjoy. We have changed the Saturday hours this
year to accommodate other events that families have for the evening. We hope you can make it! There will be more cookies, candy,
and baked goods to take home and enjoy for the holidays. Plan to
enjoy a chili lunch with hot dogs, chips, and drinks before taking a
ride with the horses or mules. Be sure to visit the train engine and
blow the whistle and make time to visit with Santa and receive a

the bake sale


Donate items for the silent
auction or make a auction
basket



Volunteer during the event at
one of the stations



Assist volunteers and staff with
decorating for the event

If you’d like to help with Christmas
in the County, please contact us
at (507) 437-6082.

(Continued on page 11)

In This Issue

People gather in the Pioneer Building for all of the Christmas in the County activities last year.



Director’s Message, pg.
2



Scenes from Around
Mower County, pg. 3



Thank You Fair Volunteers, pg. 5



Exchange State Bank
History, pg. 6-7



Collections Care Corner,
pg. 8-9

Mower County
Historical Society
Board of Directors
Ardis Jensen, President
Keith Cich, Vice President
Jeff Ollman, Secretary
Diana Witt, Treasruer
Pat Kitchings
Sue Grove

Glenn Medgaarden
Visitors enjoyed seeing the 1914 Stationary Baler in action during the Fall Harvest
Celebration on Saturday, Sept. 23.
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Director’s Message: A Busy Summer
Brings Many Gifts to MCHS

As I look back on a busy summer at the Mower County Historical Society, I am grateful. Grateful for everyone who visited and donated to MCHS, grateful for mild weather during the
Fair that kept our volunteers comfortable and our visitation
numbers high, and especially grateful for YOU, our MCHS
members! The Historical Society really does rely on its members to keep our doors open and our preservation efforts
moving forward. Thank you for your support! We appreciate
all of your gifts - gifts of time, of money, of office supplies, and
more! We raised more money that we’ve ever raised before
in our Fair parking sales this year (over $3,000!). The Fall
Harvest Celebration resulted in $2,500 and our Annual Donation Appeal total is currently just over $9,000. These are tremendous gifts to MCHS and the staff and board are left a little
speechless (if you know some of us, that is quite rare!). The
only words I have are - THANK YOU.
As you page through the rest of this newsletter, you’ll see that
we have even more events and activities coming up. We
hope you will join us at the Vintage Holiday and Antique Sale
October 13 & 14 (a new fundraiser for MCHS), come to a
Lunchbox History or History Happy Hour presentation, learn
about some of the people buried in Oakwood Cemetery
(another new event for MCHS!) and, of course, we can’t for(Continued on page 4)
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Board meetings this quarter will
be on October 3, November 7,
and December 5. All meetings
begin at 7 PM unless otherwise
noted.
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Staff
Jaimie Timm,
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Curator

director@mowercountyhistory.org
collections@mowercountyhistory.org

Sue Doocy,
Research & Archives Manager

research@mowercountyhistory.org

Upcoming
Events

Scenes from around Mower County

MCHS Open House
Free tours of MCHS site in
Austin.
October 7

11 AM-2PM

History Happy Hour at the
Hormel Historic Home.
“History of Oakwood Cemetery” by Jaimie Timm, MCHS
Curator

October 9

6 PM

Vintage Holiday & Antique
Sale (Pioneer Building)
October 13

9AM-2PM

October 14

9AM-2PM

Barney Uschold and his daughter sitting in a buggy
near their home in Windom Township.

Oakwood Cemetery Tour
October 22 Time: 1:30pm &
4pm
Lunchbox History Series
Topic TBD
October 26

12PM

Closed for Thanksgiving
November 23-24
Christmas in the County
Pre-Sale Bake-Sale
December 8

4PM-6pm

Main Street in Austin in 1902.

Christmas in the County
Main Event

December 9

11AM-3pm

Closed for Christmas Day
December 25, 2017
Closed for New Year’s Day
January 1, 2018
A threshing crew run by Harley Hirshing. They are using
a steam-powered tractor.
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Thank you to
these donors!

The antique tractors are always a highlight during Fair Week! The daily parade down the
Midway is a sight to see and one of the tractor exhibitors is taking his tractor past the
MCHS train cars to the parade staging area.
(Continued from page 2)

Director’s Message

get about Christmas in the County on December 8 and 9!
You will also notice that we are short one staff member. We
officially said good-bye to our Executive Director, John Haymond at the end of August We wish he and his family all the
best as they transition to their new home in Texas over the
next few months.
The search for a new Executive Director is on-going. We
hope to have a new director in place sometime in October or
November. Please bear with our staff as they handle this
transition. When you only have a staff of three everyone
wears many hats - losing 1/3 of your team is quite the challenge. Adjusting to a new director will also take some time as
we learn each other’s routines and quirks. Sue and I thank
you in advance for your understanding and patience. We are
trying to make this transition as smooth as possible. We are
dedicated to continue the sharing and preservation of Mower
County history and look forward to working with our new director to see what kinds of ideas and energy they bring!
I hope to see you at some of our upcoming events!

Jaimie M. Timm
MCHS Curator & Interim Executive Director
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Philomathian Book Store
Ulven’s Hardware
Bill Schlichting
Max & Marlys Minnich
John Duerst
Sue & Vern Grove
Austin American Legion
Lavonne Bertstrom
Yvonne Lee
Dale Rugg
LaVerne Hoffman
Vern Hoffman
Charlie Luthie
DeeDee Marx
Heartman Insurance
Sue Jordan
Susan Logas
Judy Laskewitz
Garry & Sharon Ellingson
Dorothy Guiney
Mary Crandall
Gloria Trom
Donald Austin
Lyle American Legion
Robert Kuhlman
Bruce Hendricks
Mower County Senior
Center
Colette Chaffee (for Archival Supplies)
Steven & Kimber Venenga
Linda Beyer
Alice Anderson
Monica Lonergan
Verna Magnuson
Lars Elmberg
Gene & Marilyn Muchow
Donn Sandell
Mitch Helle-Morrissey
Robert Bertilson
First Farmer’s & Merchants Bank of Grand
Meadow
Suzanne & Lawrence
Fuller
In memory of Mike Cotter
- Sue Doocy, Frank &
Judy Gerlach

(Continued on page 7)

A New Fundraiser at MCHS

Historical Society
Wish List
Want to help the historical society
out? We have a few items on our
wish list that use a lot or need for a
special project or event.
Office Supplies
8 1/2 x 11 paper (white or color)
11 x 17 paper (white)
Postage Stamps
Binders
Legal Size notepads
Acid-Free File folders
Pilot G-2 Pens (black ink)
Cleaning Supplies
Tall kitchen garbage bags
Large garbage bags
Bathroom cleaning supplies
Christmas in the County
LED Christmas lights
(interior and exterior)
LED Lawn decorations
LED Hanging decorations
Extension cords
Multi-plug adapter
Interior Christmas decorations
Silent auction
baskets & items
Baked Goods

On October 13 and 14, MCHS will be holding a “Vintage Holiday &
Antique Sale” in the Pioneer Building. Be sure to stop by if you’re
looking for a unique holiday décor item, a Christmas gift, or you want
to grow your own vintage collection. We have a wide variety of
Christmas items and ornaments along with some other vintage and
antique collectibles. Hours for the sale will be 9am-4pm on Friday,
Oct. 13 and 9am-2pm on Saturday, Oct. 14.
Just a note: None of the items for sale are from the MCHS artifact
collection. All items have been donated specifically to this sale.

Thank you to all of our Fair Volunteers (and visitors)! MCHS welcomed a record number of people in
our buildings this year
and raised over $3,000

through parking sales.
THANK YOU!

Gift Cards
(MCHS Staff can use them
to purchase supplies)
Staples
Amazon
Walmart
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After several consolidations over the
course of it’s history, the Exchange State
Bank became the First American State
Bank (pictured at the left) in 1975.

The Exchange State Bank & C. F. Greening
by Sue Doocy, Research & Archives Manager
Charles F. Greening (1845-1915) opened his tinner’s trade and hardware
store in the fall of 1871 at 105 N. Main Street in the Village of Grand Meadow.
He was elected village treasurer in 1872, and soon realized the town did not
have a safe. It wasn’t long before he began his own private Exchange Bank
in his hardware store.
In 1882, he partnered with a man named Warner in 1882, but Warner sold out
and Greening was on his own again. Greening incorporated the Exchange
State Bank in 1906 and in prosperous days conducted a yearly business of
over a million dollars. After 34 years, he slowly phased out the hardware business.
In 1910, he hired Purcell & Elmslie, architects who were early students of
Frank Lloyd Wright, to design his new bank building. The Prairie School style
building measuring 26 ½ by 75 feet and was constructed with Indiana brick
and Lake Superior sandstone at a cost of $12,000. The building was two stories high plus a basement.
Within two years after the stock market crashed in October 1929, banks began consolidating due to financial issues. Although, this was not the case with
the Exchange State Bank and the First National Bank, est. 1903, when they
merged in January 1930, by mutual agreement. Both banks were financially
sound, and provided pride and security to the Grand Meadow community.
The First National Bank transferred all its money, books and business records
to the Exchange State Bank.
In October 1931, residents threatened a “run” on the Exchange State Bank
which caused bank officials and directors to close the bank in an attempt to
protect the depositor’s interests. They also put the it in the hands of state
bank examiners for an audit with hopes of reopening.
The local newspaper, the Grand Meadow Record, kept residents apprised of
the bank’s activities in the October 8, 1931 issue and even called “…for all
good men---and ---women to come to the aid of their community” to support
the efforts of reorganizing the bank.
But as the times grew desperate in the Great Depression, it would be 7 years
before Grand Meadow would open another bank.
(Continued on page 7)
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On Thursday, September 28, Al Zdon of the
State American Legion
will be presenting for our
Lunchbox History Series
presentation. He has
written three books
about preserving the
stories of Minnesota veterans. With the publishing of his 3rd book, he
will have recorded 100
stories!
The October Lunchbox
Series presentation will
be on October 26 at
noon. The topic is still
to be determined.

Lunchbox History Series
presentations are held in
the Pioneer Building and
are free and open to
everyone! Bring your
lunch and a friend. See
you there!

In memory of Sharon
Lewis - Sue Doocy, Ryan
& Jaimie Timm, Phyllis
Rasmussen
In memory of Henry &
Emma Schlichting Schlichting Charitable
Fund

Thank you to the following Townships for
supporting MCHS!
Lyle Township
Red Rock Township
Windom Township
Marshall Township
Dexter Township
Lansing Township
Grand Meadow Township

Thank You to those
who joined MCHS
or renewed their
membership!
Sandra Cleary
LaVerne Hoffman
Vern Hoffman
Linda Lind
Dave & Becki Pearson
Brian Voogd
Theresa Wolff
Clint Hertle
Steve Stoltenberg
Dan Franklin
Lee Bonorden
Linda Forsman
Gary Larson
Gene Muchow
Bog & Sue Bailey
Judy & Michael Nelson
Robert Bertilson
Janet McGough
Rosemary Shutt

Thank you for your
support!

This advertisement appeared on the back of a Mower County Plat book
prior to 1925.
(Continued from page 6)

Exchange State Bank

The First State Bank of Grand Meadow was organized in 1938, drawing
confidence as the community regained financial stability. In 1969, it became the First American Bank. By 1975, it was called the First American
State Bank and bank official plans for an addition was scrapped when
they were informed of the buildings historic value, and through historic
photographs, plans changed to create a replica of the bank’s overhead
chandelier, stenciled wall coverings were duplicated and other turn-of-thecentury features were restored.
Bank President W. I. Danielson took on the reconstruction of the glass tile
mosaic on the outside wall of the building. He visited several glass shops
until he found matching stained glass sheets to match the original color to
replace the original chipped glass, and cut each piece into 3/8 inch
squares, setting them into specially-cast concrete slabs. “The new composite artwork was then fitted into the area of the mosaic which was being
replaced. Suitably colored mortar was used, and gold leaf was installed
to some of the tiles to achieve authenticity.” (Austin Daily Herald 11 Jan
1975, page 3)
The plans for expansion were completed by removing the north wall of the
bank and created “a large lobby with an adjoining building which was constructed of new bricks which matched the color of the original bank buildings weathered brick.” During the restoration project, workman discovered leaded and stained milk glass windows that had been boarded up in
an previous remodeling project. Chairman Roland Danielson worked diligently to maintain the project’s authenticity. He even felt something was
missing when the interior was completed and decided the bank’s lobby
needed a stand-up desk to complete it design.
Soon after the restoration was completed, the First American State Bank
was placed on the National Register of Historic Places for its the Prairie
School architectural design.
Today, First Farmers and Merchants State Bank conducts business in the
same building, continuing to preserve the integrity of it historic design for
the future.
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Left: Mower County Transcript
-Republican,
July 11, 1917

WWI Identification
Tags

This 1917 newspaper articles
explained the why the military
wanted to use metal identification tags during World War I.

An MCHS Collections
Spotlight

Below: Palmer Johnson’s
World War I ID tags

The Collections Care Corner: New
Collections Storage Shelving Installed!
by Jaimie Timm, Curator
Greetings everyone!
Every season here at MCHS is busy and brings something
new, but this year is particularly exciting for me as Curator.
As I write this article, the first half of our museum-grade collections storage shelving is being unloaded from the truck!
We are finally finishing the process to convert a building into
a dedicated storage facility. Although only the first half of the
shelving is being installed, we are very excited to see this
project begin. I would once again like to thank our very generous donors: Ruth Wunderlich, Sharon Lewis, and Clair Allen, as well as all of our MCHS members and Mower County.
The first half of this shelving project was completely funded
through the donations of these individuals and some of
MCHS operating funds. We have applied for several grants
to help cover the cost of the second part of the shelving and
are anxiously waiting to hear back.
Many of our long-time members know that this has been a
project several years in the making and has involved many
difficult decisions and changes at MCHS. This is the beginning of a shift in how the exhibits and collections department
at the historical society operates. A storage facility with museum-quality shelving will enable me to provide better accessibility and care for the collection. Museum standards and
best practices call for object/exhibit rotation to give artifacts a
“rest” and limit damage caused by light exposure, pests, and
(Continued on page 9)
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If you’ve had a chance to
visit the WWI exhibit, you’ve
probably seen these dog
tags on display. But do you
know the history of the “dog
tag” as a form of military
identification? After the Civil
War, the military needed a
better system of recordkeeping. Too many
“unknown” soldiers were
buried. In 1906, an aluminum disc stamped with identification information was
adopted and by 1913, identification tags became mandatory for all soldiers. However, they were not standardized - note the differences among these World
War I identification tags that
belonged to Mower County
soldiers. Around World War
II soldiers began using the
term “dog tags” because
they thought they resembled
dog collars.

These two WWI-era ID tags were
worn by Mower County soldiers.
However, the information on
each of them is recorded in a
different format—showing that
the military had not yet standardized it’s method of recordkeeping and identification.

Thank You SEMA
of Austin!

A very special
“Thank You” to SEMA Equipment of
Austin and Caleb
Frank, the service
manager. SEMA
and Caleb provided
MCHS with the use
a forklift and Caleb
served as the licensed operator to
help unload our Collections shelving
from the truck. This
saved us $1,000 on
the shelving project.
We are extremely
grateful to SEMA
and Caleb. It is
humbling to benefit
from the generosity
of another local
business and we
are truly grateful.

After the first day of work in the Collections Building, the crew had one row of shelving and
the track for the movable shelving installed!

(Continued from page 8)

New Shelving

dirt/dust. Without a storage facility, this has been almost impossible at MCHS. The new shelving now provides the
space to accomplish this. I will have a better idea of what we
have in our collection and, even more importantly, where it is.
Better storage conditions will also help preserve the collection
for many years to come.
Please know that MCHS staff is always working to do what is
best for the Historical Society and its collection. We are
working to be a more professional organization that follows
best standards and practices as well as our resources allow.
I am so excited to be able to provide better care, preservation, and access to our collection in the future.

A Note about Object Donations:
Nov. 2017-Jan. 2018
I will be going on maternity leave for 12 weeks from NovemberJanuary. As a result, I ask that you please wait to bring in any
new artifact donations until at least February. We will not have
anyone working as Curator during my absence and it will be
easier for staff to keep everything organized if you wait until I
return. Thank you so much for your understanding.
Jaimie Timm, MCHS Curator
Fall 2017 9

Reminder
Changes to MCHS
By-Laws
Effective this year, the
Mower County Historical Society is changing its by-laws to
hold our Annual Meeting on a
different date than we have
traditionally done. In the past,
we have conducted our Annual Meeting in November.
Since our fiscal year runs from
January 1st to December 31st
each year, however, the
MCHS Board has decided to
move the Annual Meeting to
March. This allows you, our
members, to receive a complete financial accounting and
business report at the Annual
Meeting.
THANK YOU to our 2017 Ag Building Sponsors!
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Therefore, the 2017 Annual
Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation event will be held on
Thursday, March 22, 2018 at
6pm. Snacks and treats will
be provided by the MCHS
board and staff before we hold
our business meeting and enjoy a short program on the
GAR in MN by Dick Punchard.
He recently published a book
on the subject.
We encourage you to attend, because it is at the Annual Meeting that our members have the opportunity to
vote on the Society’s business, as well as voting in the
election of new Trustees to the
board.

Get Your Raffle
Tickets!
The historical society staff and
volunteers are selling raffle tickets
for our Christmas in the County
raffle! Have your chance to win
some great prizes!
Tickets are $1 each and the
drawing will be held on Saturday,
December 9 at 2PM.

1st prize: Handmade quilt
2nd prize: Jim Wegner painting
“Spring Thaw”
3rd prize: Winemaker’s Tour at
Four Daughter’s Winery
4th prize: $100 Old Mill Gift
Certificate
5th prize: $50 Olde Tyme Antiques Gift Certificate
6th prize: Massage at Reeve
Chiropractic
7th prize: “Spa Day” for your car

special gift. There will also be
cookie decorating and crafts so
there will be something fun for
everyone!
The raffle winners will be drawn
at 2pm on Saturday. Tickets are
$1 and there are lots of great
prizes available! See a list of
the raffle prizes in the sidebar on
the left. You do not need to be
present to win.
The silent auction gives you the
chance to do one stop shopping
for gifts for friends, family, or
yourself. Final bids will be accepted at 2:45pm with winners
announced after 3pm (Again,
you do not need to be present or stay for the whole event to win a Silent
Auction basket. We will contact winners the week after the event).
We are also looking for bakers to share their specialties in Christmas
cookies and holiday treats for the sale. If you are able to bring cookies
etc. for the sale please give us a call at 437-6082 to let us know you will
be baking. This will be a great help.
The Christmas Lights will be on for your evening enjoyment. Be sure to
drive through and see the lights.

8th prize: Bubble’s Pie (2 winners)
9th prize: Kenny’s Oak Grill Gift
Certificate
10th prize: MCHS Family Membership
And More!!

All raffle ticket sale proceeds benefit the Mower County Historical
Society, a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization. We appreciate your
support!

Good Luck!

Electronic Newsletter Delivery
Did you know that you can sign-up to receive our quarterly newsletter in
your email instead of in the mail? This helps MCHS save on postage
and paper costs. If you would like to sign-up for an emailed copy of
the Mower History Scribe, please call Jaimie in the office at 4376082 today!
We also like to keep our members and supporters updated on events at
MCHS through an e-newsletter. This is a short email that goes out about
once a month and is a good reminder about upcoming events and programs. We use an email service called “Mailchimp” to easily and quickly
send out these reminders. To sign-up, call Jaimie or visit our web site at
www.mowercountyhistory.org and click on the link on the bottom left of
the home page that says “Subscribe to our newsletter”. Note: This link
will not sign you up to receive the quarterly newsletter.
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Contact Us
To learn more about
Mower County’s history
and our programs,
please feel free to
contact us.
Mower County
Historical Society
1303 6th Ave. SW
Austin, MN 55912

(507) 437-6082
info@mowercounty
history.org
Visit us on the web at
www.mowercounty
history.org
Preserving today for tomorrow’s history
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