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The Carnegie Library
On October 3, 1901, the city of Austin secured $15,000 from Carnegie to
build a library. However, the community had to provide a suitable site
and was expected to tax themselves at the annual rate of 10% of the
grant amount. This requirement imposed by Carnegie ensured a longterm commitment for the purchase of books, staff costs and maintenance of the building. The City set apart the lots on the corner of Bridge
and St. Paul Streets (1st St. & 2nd Ave. NW) for the library site.
The library was a one story Classical Revival style building with a raised
basement. The exterior was faced with light colored brick and was most
likely trimmed with stone. Situated on a corner section, the design of
the building was angled to accentuate the view from the street front. The
main building façade had a prominent entrance flanked by three symmetrical bays on either side. The arched bays were separated by Ionic
pilasters and the entrance was topped by a decorative parapet. The bays
on each side of the main entrance had three rectangular windows and a
full pediment front with a circular carved motif in the tympanum.
In 1964 a split-level addition was completed, which wrapped around the
north and east sides of the old structure. The public areas of the 1904
building were also remodeled and expanded to almost double the original
floor space. In 1996 a new library building was constructed at 323 4th
Ave NE and the original building was demolished.
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Looking Forward to 2021
By Randal J. Forster, MCHS Executive Director
Happy NEW Year from YOUR Historical Society!
Looking back on the past year, it seemed like 2020 would never end. The month of
March felt like an eternity as the entire WORLD tried to understand what was happening
with Covid-19. The cloud of uncertainty loomed overhead as our staff had to close its
doors to the public and cancel the upcoming MCHS Annual Meeting.
How would this global pandemic affect little old me in Mower County Minnesota?
Staying HOME became the new normal. Offices, businesses, restaurants, theatres,
churches, and schools would all close. Conferences, weddings, special events, and even
funerals would also be cancelled in order to keep people safe and socially distant from
one another. It felt like the world was indeed going to end.
I couldn’t help thinking about a familiar lyric from the musical Hamilton. “The world
turned upside down,” seemed to express exactly how I was feeling about the state of
our nation. After doing a little research, I soon discovered that Lin –Manuel Miranda
was not the original author of those words. In fact, The World Turned Upside Down can
be traced back to the 17th Century English ditty that mocked Cromwell’s banning of
Christmas traditions during the 11-year interregnum period (1649-1660) -that’s another
whole newsletter article. What I found fascinating was how the lyrics of that song
evolved over the years. Some versions even have roots in colonial America.
A common rendition features these words:

If buttercups buzz’d after the bee,
If boats were on land, churches on sea,
If ponies rode men and if grass ate the cows,
And cats should be chased into holes by the mouse,
If mamas sold their babies
To the gypsies for half a crown;
If summer were spring and the other way round,
Then the world would be upside down.
I know this little ditty may sound silly, but after reading it over again and again, it really
makes you look at things in a different manner. Sometimes life tosses us some curve
balls. Trust me, 2020 was definitely NOT the year I had anticipated. Covid-19 is real and
causes us all real hardships. Things will probably not go back to “normal” for quite some
time. The world may seem like it’s upside down for a while. 2021 will come with its own
challenges and obstacles.
As I move forward and look ahead to another year, it’s OK
to look at things differently. How can you solve a problem
differently? How can you start a new tradition? How can
you learn from the past and move forward?
AND, if all else fails, just listen to the musical Hamilton!
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Upcoming Events

For Immediate Release:

. Please continue to monitor our
Facebook page, website, and local
media for more information.
January 18
Holiday
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

“Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.
We are caught in an inescapable
network of mutuality, tied in a
single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly.”
~ Letter from Birmingham Jail,
April, 16, 1963
February 8
6:00pm
History Happy Hour
Hormel Historic Home
Radio History
February 14

Valentine’s Day

MCHS Receives Large Grant for Archaeological Site
For more than 8,000 years, Native Americans extracted a rare stone from the northeast part of today’s
Mower County to use for creating arrowheads and other tools.
Now the Mower County Historical Society in Austin is launching a multi-year project to develop the
archaeological site known as the Grand Meadow Chert Quarry thanks to a $59,000 grant from the
Minnesota Historical Society.

This is the largest grant ever awarded to the Mower County Historical Society, which is collaborating
on the project with The Archaeological Conservancy -- a national group focused on preserving
important sites -- and the Dakota Community at Prairie Island, Minn.
“We are very excited to be working on this unique and important site with great partner
organizations,” said Randal J. Forster, executive director for the Mower County Historical Society.
“There’s a lot of positive energy with everyone involved from the local to national levels.”
With the grant, the Mower County Historical Society will make the ancient Native American quarry
available to the public and student visits in 2022, in the form of a self- guided, educational tour along
a walking path.
“By working in partnership with the native Dakota historical experts at Prairie Island and with
archaeologists and geologists, we can be confident that we will accurately and respectfully discover
and share what happened at this extraordinary place,” Forster said.
The Grand Meadow Quarry is the only known source for a particular type of “chert,” the stone used
by Native Americans to make most of their everyday tools, including spear points, arrowheads,
knives and scrapers.
Chert is a hard stone valued for its ability to make a sharp edge, and this particular gray chert is
now known by archaeologists as “Grand Meadow Chert.” It is one of only 20 kinds of chert from
Minnesota, and it’s the only one that was acquired by digging pits by hand to reach a layer of the
prized stone.

February 17

Ash Wednesday

March 8
6:00pm
History Happy Hour
Hormel Historic Home
Topic Pending
March 18
7:00pm
MCHS ANNUAL MEETING
diector@mowercountyhistory.org
for details on attending the
Annual Meeting on ZOOM
April 4

Easter Sunday

“The open-pit mining technologies used at the Grand Meadow Quarry are impressive when you
realize that they dug with tools made only of stone, wood, antler and bone,” said archaeologist Tom
Trow, who is coordinating the project. “This is one of Minnesota’s most-important archaeological
sites, and it deserves to be much better understood and much better known.”
Grand Meadow Chert was used throughout Minnesota and has
been found at sites in 52 counties, dating back to at least 6,000
B.C. when a spear point made of this chert is known to have
killed a buffalo near Granite Falls, Minnesota.
This chert particularly became important after 1200 A.D. to the
ancestors of today’s Dakota people, who appear to have visited
the Grand Meadow Quarry often to renew their chert supplies.
“Eight hundred years ago these Dakota relatives were living
in large agricultural villages near present-day Mankato and
Red Wing,” Trow said, “and with the quarry midway between
those areas, it’s very likely that they met here often, possibly
annually.”
An exhibit entitled Prehistoric Mower County-featuring the
Maynard Green Collection is on display at the Mower County
Historical Society’s museum. It features photos and artifacts
from the quarry, which was first rediscovered by the late Grand
Meadow native Maynard Green.
Grand Meadow resident Maynard Green
watches an archaeologist researching
the ancient Quarry in 1980
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A Message from the President
Barbara K. Lewis ~ MCHS President
Well, another Christmas is in the books. It wasn’t the same as
years past, however it certainly was something to remember.
Christmas in the County was definitely different and who knew that
you could pull off a drive-thru bake sale during a global pandemic?
Our “curbside” service worked out beautifully and most importantly,
everyone stayed safe and healthy. A special THANK YOU to all
our bakers who really stepped it up this year and made so many
delicious goodies.
I am so happy to report that the Historical Society had a bigger
and brighter holiday lighting display this year. We even had a few
elves from the North Pole and Matchbox Children’s Theatre come
to visit. We also WON the Mayor’s Choice Award in the Chamber’s
Lighting Contest. A special THANKS to Dennis & Rose Tamke for
donating the beautiful silhouette nativity scene that we so proudly
displayed by our churches. I would also like to thank the family of
Larry Gordon for donating several tubs of LED Christmas lights for
our display. Larry passed away in the fall so we will fondly remember him as we decorate in future years and “light up” the grounds
with his lights.
I am also so proud that the Historical Society was able to offer
special Christmas Kids Activity Kits during our drive-thru event.
Since we couldn’t offer any of our traditional activities in person
this year, it was really nice to offer these kits in memory of Judy
Laskewitz and Polly Jelinick. Judy and Polly both served as board
members over the years at the Historical Society. I know they
would have LOVED all of the special holiday activities that were
included in the kits.
As I reflect on the past year, I know that 2020 was difficult for
many. It was also a year that I will never forget!
Thanks for supporting the Historical Society.
~ Barb

Thanks for supporting
“Christmas in the County”
and our
Drive-Thru Christmas Bake Sale!
Happy New Year!
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Christmas in the County
2020 Raffle Winners
Quilt -“Feedsack Reproductions” 80”x 95”
Harriet Ulland
Winemaker’s Tour at Four Daughters
Colleen Weimer
$100 Old Mill Gift Certificate
Helen Holder
$100 Weis Landscaping Gift Certificate
Diana Witt
$50 ArtWorks Center Gift Certificate
Mike Loy
$50 Hardy Geranium Gift Certificate
Jodi Wambeke
Dairy Basket-Mower Co. Dairy Association
Chris Steele
Dar Ashley
$25 Kenny’s Oak Grill Gift Card
Judy Pryor
Ardis Jensen
Bubble’s Café - Pie of Choice
Bev Nelson
Judy Bruggeman
MCHS T-Shirt of Choice
Joyce Jones
Chelsea Anderson
Book - The Girl W ho Moved to the Town
Zip Zeimetz
Book - Once A round the Mill Pond
Ted Heimer
MCHS Cookbook
Diana Witt
Holiday Heart Wreath
Kristin Newton

Congratulations to all
our winners!

2020

Elves Off the Shelf
We hope you enjoyed the Lighting Display this year
at YOUR Historical Society!
We were so excited to win the Mayor’s Choice Award!
Winter 2021
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Justice for Ira W. Padden

by Sue Doocy, Research and Archives Manager
In the story about Ira E. Padden in the Fall 2020 issue of the newsletter, I highlighted the story
of his father, Ira W. Padden’s murder. I will now continue his story.
Nearly as soon as the Civil War began, Ira W. Padden enlisted to fight for the Union. He left his
wife, Mary Ann, and their three children to work the 160-acre farm alone in the wilds of Mower
County.
He served with Company C, 9th Regiment, Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, under Captain Henry
Rogers of Udolpho Township, serving from August 19, 1862 to August 24, 1865, when he was
discharged at Fort Snelling. (See end note)
After returning home on August 31, 1865 with little fanfare from the community, according to the
Mower County Register, Pvt. Padden took up where he had left off before the war, working his
farm in Windom Township.
Padden’s wife of 14 years decided it was time for a vacation and left Padden and their four
children to visit family in Illinois. According to family lore, she was unhappy with his threeyear absence.

Ira W. and Mary Ann (Wilson) Padden and child.

J. S. Decker located on Austin Township Section 1 and Ira W. Padden located on Windom Township Section 6. 1878 Mower County plat map,
property now owned by Mary Ann Padden.
During the harvest, as described in the fall newsletter, Ira W., got into an
altercation with a fellow worker, Patrick McEntee, and was killed.
Harsh words often passed between men working on these crews and no
one suspected trouble, even when a man was “very passionate” and
often noted as abusive to his wife. Padden’s wife was clearly unhappy
with him for leaving to fight in the war, but this claim he was abusive
leaves me to wonder if there was more to her story.
Actual wording -- (“This was thought nothing of by the hands as words
as severe pass between individuals thousands of times, causing no
after thought to either party. Mr. Padden is an old settler and had just
returned from a three-year’s campaign in the army.” The Saint Paul
Globe on January 22, 1878 reported. “It is said by the neighbors that he
was naturally very passionate, and this passion caused him often to
abuse his wife; but they could see nothing in his language which could
be regarded as sufficient provocation for so foul an act.”)
After the murder, McEntee declined a meal but asked for some of the men to come out. McEntee’s father walked him to the barn, where he
found a horse and rode away.
It appears that six or seven stout men had not attempted to stop his escape, according to the Mower County Register’s account on December
24, 1865. Neither did they report the direction McEntee had taken.
Had the threshing crew not witnessed the murder or heard the shot? Were they complicit in the murder? They were not officers of the law and
therefore not willing to take on the risk and responsibility of taking an armed murderer into custody or tracking him down. Were there other
issues involved?
A coroner’s inquest was held an hour later and a verdict rendered. Law enforcement set out in all directions but found no clues to McEntee’s
location. The editor noted that capital punishment would be sought if McEntee were captured.
Padden had survived three years of war, serving first in the US – Dakota War followed by his Civil War service, and had not been home a
month before he was gunned down by McEntee.
The sad news of her husband’s death met Mrs. Padden upon her return in the fall and found their children in the care of a neighbor.
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Padden’s son, Ira E., who was six years old at the time, years later recalled a man going through his father’s pockets to retrieve money for
funeral and communication expenses. The date of Padden’s death is forever etched in stone in Oakwood Cemetery - September 17, 1865.

By December 25, 1865, The Mower County Register received word of a letter written to a Mr. Tubbs stating that McEntee had returned
home, but when officers arrived he was gone. Friends were suspected of harboring the fugitive in the Lindon, Wisconsin area.
The Mower County Register reported on December 28, 1865, the speculation was that McEntee had killed another man in Wisconsin, where
he was from, but again eluded the law. The editor wrote, “If this be so, we hope a double vigilance will be kept up until the rascal is caught,
secured, and hung as high as Haman.”
The Mower County Commissioners issued a bounty of $400 at their January 1866 meeting, followed by a $500 reward offered by Minnesota
Governor William Marshall in Austin in 1866, a sizeable incentive for a bounty hunter or detective. The reward advertisement described the
21-year-old McEntee, as five feet nine inches tall, weighing 160 pounds, with dark eyes and dark curling hair around a light, slightly pockmarked complexion.
Ira Padden, Jr. said the killer, according to family lore, never stood trial or served jail time.
However, The Daily Globe reported on January 22, 1878, that Patrick McEntee, while down south, had admitted to killing Padden during a
“drunken revel” and was arrested.
Most likely Patrick H. McEntee stood trial, but newspaper accounts have not been found and a search of court records has not yet been conducted. Did he serve jail time or face capital punishment? At this time, we do not know.
Someday, a further search will be conducted. But for now, we only know that the man had been arrested and held for a time to pay for his
crime. This may be all we will ever know.

Company C 9th Regiment Minnesota Infantry
End note: Company C was instrumental in freeing a slave family from being sent back south after being liberated.
They were charged with mutiny before the troops were being relieved of charges themselves. During the Civil War,
soldiers were not supposed to harbor freed or runaway slaves.
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Collections Corner: Christmas Activity Packet
By: Jaimie Timm, MCHS Curator

MCHS staff created Christmas Activity Packets as part of the scaled-back Christmas in the County event
this year. We always look forward to putting together crafts and activities for our young visitors but could
not do so safely in person. Instead, we created these packets to bring the activities to them. Many of the
activities are inspired by historical Christmas celebrations and traditions.
The packet included directions and supplies for a clip-on candle ornament, printable 1950’s-inspired ornaments, dried fruit slice ornaments, a Christmas countdown chain or garland, a yarn doll, paper snowflakes,
and a pinecone bird feeder. The packet also included an original coloring book featuring pictures created
from vintage postcards in the MCHS collection and recipes for Maple Sugar Snow and Christmas Cakes
(both foods are mentioned by Laura Ingalls Wilder in her books).

The Activity Packets were provided free of charge to those who ordered them – 35 in all. They were
created using memorials received in memory of long-time volunteers and former MCHS Board Members
who passed away this year – Judy Laskewitz and Polly Jelinek.
We hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas Activity Packets.
If you finished any of the projects, we’d love to see pictures!
Please post to our facebook page OR send them to me at
collections@mowercountyhistory.org.
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MLK DAY
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, sometimes referred to as
MLK Day became a federal holiday on November 2,
1983 when President Reagan signed the bill into law.
The holiday was observed for the first time on January 20,
1986. At first, some states resisted observing the holiday
as such, giving it alternative names or combing it with
other holidays. It was officially observed in all 50 states
for the first time in 2000.
King was the chief spokesman for nonviolent activism in
the Civil Rights Movement, which successfully protested
racial discrimination in federal and state law. The campaign for a federal holiday in King’s honor began soon
after his assassination in 1968.

The national Martin Luther King Day of Service was
started by former Pennsylvania U.S. Senator and Atlanta
Congressman John Lewis who
co-authored the King Holiday
and Service Act. The federal
legislation challenges
Americans to transform the
King Holiday into a day of
citizen action volunteer service
in honor of King. The federal
legislation was singed into law
by President Clinton on August 23, 1994.
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial opened to the
public on August 22, 2011, after more than two decades
of planning, fundraising, and construction. This Memorial
is the first to honor an African American on or near the
National Mall in Washington D.C. and is only the fourth
non-president to be memorialized in such a manner.
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2020 Ag Building Sponsors

A special
THANK YOU
to the following

Northern Country Co-Op
Mower County Dairy Association
Witt Fabrication
Absolute Energy
Mower County Farmers Mutual Insurance Company
Freeborn/Mower Co-Op Services

Townships for
supporting MCHS
in 2020
~Nevada Township
~Udolpho Township

~Lansing Township
~Racine Township
~Windom Township
~Bennington Township

Boe Brothers Tiling

~Pleasant Valley Township

Klouse Concrete Construction

~Adams Township

Darrell Ingvalson Insurance

Mower County Corn & Soybean Producers
Pioneer Seed
Lewis Family Farm
Tucker Tiling Company

~Marshall Township
~Dexter Township
~Clayton Township
~Red Rock Township
~Grand Meadow Township
~Waltham Township
~Sargeant Township
~Township Officers
Association

Wagner Construction

Thanks to all our Ag Sponsors!
AND a special thanks to everyone
who supported our “Virtual” Tractor Show

Your support is

www.mowercountyhistory.org in case you missed it

greatly appreciated !

Page - 10 Mower History Scribe

MCHS Memberships & Renewals
Thanks to the
following donors!
Harriet Ivers
John Gray
Joyce McGough
Walter Stevens
Clair F. Allen
Austin Morning Lions
Jon Hillier
Norman & Shirley Bergman

Marijo Alexander
Barbara K. Lewis
Glenn & Judy Medgaarden
in memory of
Polly Jellinick

Collette Chaffee
Jeanne Poppe
Sue Grove
Anonymous
Anonymous

Austin Area Foundation

The City of Austin

Mower County

Platinum Level

Family Level

Glenn & Judy Medgaarden

Frank & Judy Gerlach
Chris & Cathy Roser
Gordon & Nancy Harder
Mike & Jo Hull
Joyce & Jerry Brown
Dick & Anne Waldman
Kathleen Stanton
Larry & Lynette Aanonson
David & Rebecca Pearson
David Ebertz
Peggy Keener
Vicky King
Linda Lind
Woody & Marilyn Vereide
Dale Anderson
Mark & Sandy Ashley
Brad & Jeni Lindberg
Randy & Shirley Sammons
Richard Riles
Norman & Shirley Bergman
Mike & Judy Nelson
Galen & Jackie Holst
Sheldon & Ruth Lukes
Bill & Helen Holder

Silver Level
Jerry & Ellen Stark
Sue & Vern Grove
Jim & Milly Burroughs
Randy & Wendy Kramer

Bronze Level
Richard Flisrand
Tradeexpos Inc.
Fox Electric
Sharon Babcock
Jay Lutz & Kelly Rush
Medgarrden’s Southwest Sales
Dave Sylte
Kenny’s Oak Grill
Mark & Carleen Wolterman
Greg & Amy Baskin
Farmers & Merchant State Bank
Hill Larson & Walth PA
Larry & Cindy Mohr
Jim Braaten
Donna & Mike Skiba
Ankeny’s Mini Mart #5
Sweet Reads

Business/Club Level
Austin Area Chamber of Commerce
Austin Morning Lions

Individual Level
Phyllis Jorgensen
John Gray
Steve Barrett
Pat Sorenson
Robert Finneseth
Virginia Bissen
David Schlichting
Sue Radloff
Joyce McGough
LaVonne Sharp
Charlotte Winslow
Rosemary Shutt
David Hillier
Charlotte Braaten
Janet Gilbertson
Don Richardson
Mary F. Guiney
James Urlick
Smiley Hanson
Doris Rice
Carol Opsahl
Kenny Dalager

*** memberships listed are from 4th Quarter only
October 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
Winter 2021
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Contact Us
To learn more about
tours, programs, and
specials events at the
Mower County Historical
Society, please contact
us at anytime.

“The mission of the Mower County Historical Society
is to discover, collect, preserve, and share the
history of Mower County and relate it to the
history of Minnesota.”

Mower County
Historical Society
1303 6th Ave. SW
Austin, MN 55912

(507) 437- 6082
director@mowercounty
history.org
OR visit our website
mowercountyhistory.org

Follow us @mowercohistory

Mower County Historical Society
1303 6th Ave. SW
Austin, MN 55912
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